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{ ur Sages, who normally adhere strictly to principle and
are unconcerned with popular reactions and public opinion, show a
remarkable divergence from this method in a comment that has rel-
evance to this morning’s Torah reading. The end of our sidra tells us
about the milu'im, the consecration of the priests for their service in

(P the Temple. In addition to the various ceremonies that had to be per-

formed, the priests were commanded “and from the door of the Tent
of Meeting ye shall not go out for seven days” (Leviticus 8:33). For a
tull week they were required to stay within the “Tent of Meeting,” that
miniature Sanctuary which was later to become the institution of the
, [ Temple. The Talmud (Yoma 2b) derives there from other laws as well,
among them that the High Priest had to remain within the Temple for
seven days before Yom Kippur. Every year he was to set aside this week
and remain completely within the Sanctaary, ira er known as
the lishkat parhedrin, to prepare himself for the holiest day of the year.

((a
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